MULTIPLES. Chicago is a hybrid fair, exploring the spectrum between comprehensions of critical
craft, visual art practices, and the diverse manifestations that sit within this spectrum. MULTIPLES.
Chicago is an opportunity for each participant to reevaluate their practice and their objects within a
shifted and shared context. Some choose to use us as a laboratory to elevate their everyday hand-
made objects through thoughtful, uncluttered and clean yet unfamiliar gallery presentation, and
other visual artists participate in order to expose themselves and their pieces, projects, installations
and performances to a large consumerist audience usually unavailable to them. All these come
together in the organic muscle that is MULTIPLES. Chicago. The American Customs & Excise
definition of 'a work of art' is that the owner must be able to prove it is completely useless. Is
function what acts as the divide between art and craft? Curatorially, we are cognizant of how the
'multiple' has developed as part of industrialization and consumerism, entering into the cultural
consciousness of visual art practitioners as well as mass object production industries alike.
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